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Mrs Rosalind Mitchell (Secretary)         764146 
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Stratton Methodist Church,            829335  
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THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT OUR PRIESTS 

 

1. They love God and you a lot. 

(Be mindful.) 

2.  They are painfully limited human beings. 

(Be realistic.) 

3.  They probably have a pretty low view of their “performance”. 

(Be kind.) 

4.  They wish they were a better preacher. 

(Be awake.) 

5.  They really do want God’s best for you and your family. 

(Be open-hearted.) 

6.  Their work knows no time or locational boundaries. 

(Be patient.) 

7.  They hear much more negative information than positive. 

(Be encouraging.) 

8.  They have chosen a vocation in which few remain. 

(Be praying.) 

9.  They have chosen a highly leadership-intensive call. 

(Be lead-able.) 

10.  They need help. 

(Be available.) 

11.  Their God-given vision is bigger than themself and the church. 

(Be faith-filled.) 

12.  They want to personally meet all the needs, but know they can’t. 

(Be understanding.) 



13.  They are going to say some dumb things every now and then. 

(Be forgiving.) 

14.  They are greatly encouraged by your faithfulness. 

(Be there.) 

15.  They are passionate for God’s Word to be made practical to you. 

(Be hungry.) 

16.  They long for church to be your spiritual oasis. 

(Be loving.) 

17.  They dream for you and your family’s spiritual health. 

(Be receptive.) 

18.  They need to hear that you pray for them. 

(Be interceding.) 

19.  They are just regular people. 

(Be real.) 

Pray for our priests.  



Birds in the Bible  

 

Birds feature throughout the Bible, 

sources differ but some suggest that as 

many as forty different species are 

mentioned. 

 

I had forgotten that before sending out 

the Dove from The Ark to search for dry 

land Noah had, unsuccessfully sent out a 

Raven. 

 

When Moses journeyed through the 

desert with the fleeing Israelites they had 

been sustained, not only with Manna, but 

with flocks of Quail, small Grouse like, 

game birds. In Deuteronomy, Moses tells 

the Israelites that the Lord had saved 

them as an Eagle would save its young 

by catching them on its wing to save 

them from falling. 

 

Again, when John baptized Jesus the 

Holy Spirit alighted on Him like a Dove 

and in Matthew Jesus speaks of wishing 

to put his arms around Jerusalem like a 

mother Hen gathers her chicks. 

 

Recently, I noticed two birds, Pigeons I 

believe, flying I suppose where they 

chose. We too, have the option of choice 

which God has given us, let us pray that 

we make those choices in keeping with Jesus’ teachings. 

 

Colin Howell   





  

Weekly Prayers for February - Works of Transformation 

Monday:  Discipleship that Transforms 

 

 Oh Lord, just as the lives of men and women in the Bible were transformed as they experienced 

Your living presence, so may we be changed as we encounter You afresh today.  

 Psalm 63:1-5 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs 

for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water. I have seen you in the sanctuary and 

beheld your power and your glory. Your love is better than life. I will praise you as long as I live, 

and, in your name, I will lift up my hands.  

 Generous, loving God, you have provided all the resources for works of transformation which 

create a sustainable future. Help us to use your provision well to effectively serve our communi-

ties, wherever we live in your world.  

 Lord, You know us better than we know ourselves. Meet with us and show us how to follow your 

direction and purpose. Give us, we pray, the understanding, resources and power to effect trans-

formation. 

 With gratitude and hope we celebrate the goodness of God. Amen 

 

Tuesday: Watch and Pray 

Oh Lord, just as the lives of men and women in the Bible were transformed as they experienced 

Your living presence, so may we be changed as we encounter You a fresh today.  

Psalm 68:3-4, 19, 35 May the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and 

joyful. Sing to God, sing in praise of his name. Praise be to the Lord, to God our Saviour, who dai-

ly bears our burdens; who gives power and strength to his people. 

God of love, unconditional love, powerful love, redeeming love. May your love overflow minute 

by minute, bringing wholeness, wisdom and strength. 

You are grace, amazing grace, everlasting grace abundant grace. May Your grace seep into every 

facet of our lives as we seek to know you. 

You are hope, living hope, breathing hope, soaring hope. We ask for your hope to grow in us as we 

seek to be light and salt to those around us. 

God of love, grace and hope we give you thanks and praise that you are the God of 

transformation. 



 
Wednesday: Worldwide Membership of the Church 

 

Oh Lord, just as the lives of men and women in the Bible were transformed as they experienced 

Your living presence, so may we be changed as we encounter You a fresh today. 

Hebrews 10:19–25 Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Je-

sus, … and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sin-

cere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 

love and good deeds. 

Loving Lord, we look back with gratitude on all that has been achieved thus far in your church 

worldwide. As we look to the future, we pray that we may always act justly, love mercy and walk 

humbly with our God. Amen 

Loving Lord, we pray for all church members across the world that each of us would know how 

much you love us. Give us the confidence to put our faith into action that we would see transfor-

mation now. We stand in faith to believe that in every situation, You hear us, You are with us and 

You will make a way where there seems to be no way. 

Mary Sumner’s Prayer.  

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; and every life I touch, do 

thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, the prayer I breathe, or the life I 

live. Amen 

 

Thursday: Peace Makers 

Oh Lord, just as the lives of men and women in the Bible were transformed as they experienced 

Your living presence, so may we be changed as we encounter You a fresh today. 

1 Peter 2:4–5, 9 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God 

and precious to him—you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. You are a chosen 

people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

We stand in prayer for the peace of the nations in our world – nations that have been embroiled 

in needless conflicts and wars at various levels. 

 



 
We pray that the peace of the Lord will flow down like rivers from the mountains to engulf all 

our communities where wars, conflicts and strife of all forms are experienced. 

We pray for the Churches in conflict zones and pray that the Holy Spirit will convince warlords 

and war mongers to reconsider their motivations for resorting to armed conflict and instead 

seek for the peace of the nations.                                                 CAPA Prayer Bulletin 

God of justice and of peace, help us to be peace makers in our communities. 

 

Friday: Intergenerational Learning 

 

Oh Lord, just as the lives of men and women in the Bible were transformed as they experienced 

Your living presence, so may we be changed as we encounter You a fresh today. 

Psalm 89:1-2 (NLT)  

I will sing of the LORD's unfailing love forever! Young and old will hear of your faithfulness. 

Your unfailing love will last forever. Your faithfulness is as enduring as the heavens. 

I think of a person I know who is an educator, that could be a parent, a teacher or a vicar to 

name but a few. I think of them in their position of leadership and influence, with all the pres-

sures and stresses that entails. I pray for them now that they will experience the peace of God 

and wisdom of an open heaven. 

Let us pray for parents/guardians and pupils who are joining different levels of the educational 

ladder this year as the school year begins in most Africa countries. Times are hard, family in-

comes are reduced and so too their ability to meet the school fees and other school provisions. 

Let us pray for God’s provision and for governments to live up to their social responsibility of 

providing easy and equitable access to education for all across all countries.                                                                                                                             

Prayer Bulletin from CAPA (Council of Anglican Provinces of Africa) 

Teach us, good Lord, to serve You without counting the cost. 

 
 
 



 
Saturday: A Flourishing World  

 

Oh Lord, just as the lives of men and women in the Bible were transformed as they experienced 

Your living presence, so may we be changed as we encounter You a fresh today. 

Psalm 96:1,3-4 

 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. Declare his glory among the na-

tions, his marvellous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise. 

Nature serves as a symbol of human life itself.  

It serves to remind us of baptism and all that follows, in the still lakes and tumbling waterfalls.  

It serves to remind us of reaching out and never giving up, as the salmon leaps against the tide 

with determination and faith.  

In the coming of spring we recognise new life, new birth, a sign of God’s enduring faithfulness 

and forgiveness.  

Teach us to learn from your wonderful works. Amen.  

Sheila Auld, Newcastle Upon Tyne Diocese 

 

Jesus, brightness of your Father, guide every event in our lives for your highest pur-

pose and for our good, until we arrive in your house, and stand before your throne; 

you live and reign, now and forever. Amen 

The Church of England Book of Common Prayer 

 



News from 5th Swindon Boys Brigade. 

 

A busy start to the new session after the Christmas 

holidays. Boys have enjoyed sports, games, making 

bird feeders and the Company Boys have made 

delicious cupcakes. 

 

Junior Boys learned about the story of the Wise and 

Foolish builders, we assembled a gingerbread house 

and  had fun decorating it. As the house was held 

together with icing, it soon began to slide apart! We 

then divided the gingerbread so the Boys had some 

to take home. 

 

Some of the Boys entered the Gloucestershire Boys' Brigade Battalion 10 pins bowling 

competition at the Bowling Centre at Stroud. Joining other Junior and Company Boys from 

around the Battalion, there were over a hundred Boys, we took over all 16 lanes for the 

afternoon. 

 

The competition soon got underway, with plenty of strikes and near misses. Boys had two sets 

of games and we had a great afternoon. One of 5th Swindon Boys, Magnus, gained the 

second highest individual Company section score of the competition. Well done, Magnus. 

 

For 140 years, Boys' Brigade's aim has always been to help young people to learn, grow and 

discover, in a safe, caring environment. Our younger groups, for Boys aged 5 to 10 years, 

enjoy having fun, making friends, with plenty of games, crafts and learning. 

 

5th Swindon Boys' Brigade Company will be celebrating its Golden Anniversary in 2024. We 

have vacancies for Boys aged 5 to 10 years. 

For further information, please contact Teresa Daglish, 5swindonbb@gmail.com 

mailto:5swindonbb@gmail.com


My wife was furious with me because I came home late 
from a New Year's Eve party in August. 

 

New Year is resolution time __ when we practice giving 
up things for Lent. 

 

Most New Year's resolutions go in one year and out the 
other. My New Year's resolution is to start giving up 
giving up. 

 

 

 

The navigator of the QE2 was steering the ship through dense 
fog. Suddenly he turned to the Captain and said: “Sir, I think 
something is wrong with our compass”. “Why do you say that?” 
asked the Captain  "Because we're just been passed by a 
number 36 bus!!”. 

 

 

 

A tourist spent two miserable weeks in a Scottish 
hotel. Everyday the weather was cold and damp. On 
his final day he asked a small boy, “Does the Weather 
around here ever change?” “Don't ask me,” said the 
boy, “I'm only seven." 

 

 

A motorist was carefully picking his way through the flood water 
following a day of torrential rain when he spotted a man's head 
sticking out of a large puddle. The motorist slowed down and called 
out, "Do you need a lift?" "No thanks”, said the man “I'm on my bike!” 

 



 

A politician was guest speaker at a golf club dinner. As the politician 
stood up to speak a few of the men saw it as an opportunity to sneak 
off to the bar. An hour later, with the politician still in full flow, another 
man joined them. “Is he still speaking?” they asked. "Yes,” answered 
the newcomer. "What on earth's he talking about?" "I don't know. He 
hasn't got that far yet!  

 

 

After a painfully long church service a lady parishioner went round to greet 
some new members of the congregation. Spotting a sleepy looking man, 
she decided to rouse him from his slumbers by introducing herself. "Hello, 
she said I'm Gladys Dunn.” The man opened his eyes and said, “You're not 
the only one.” 

 

 

Three schoolboys were boasting about how fast their respective fathers 
could run. The first son of an Olympic archer said: “My father can run 
the fastest. He can fire an arrow, start to run and reach the target 
before the arrow.” The second boy said: “You think that's fast! My dad 
is a hunter. He can shoot his gun and be there before the bullet.” 
“That's nothing,” said the third boy. “My dad is a civil servant. He stops 
working at four thirty and he's home by three forty-five.” 

 

What some advertising terms really mean: 

 

NEW - Different colour from previous design. 

ALL NEW - Parts are not interchangeable with previous design. 

EXCLUSIVE - Imported product. 

UNRIVALLED - Almost as good as the competition. 

FOOLPROOF OPERATION - provision for adjustments 

ADVANCED DESIGN - The advertising agency doesn't 
understand it. 

ENERGY SAVING - When the power is off. 

YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT - We finally got one to work. 

MAINTENANCE FREE - Impossible to fix 

 

To end with a couple of Oxymorons: 

Angry Patient:  

Pretty Ugly:  

Peace force:  

Tight Slacks: 





















You may be aware that many charities and organisations are struggling at this time, this 

includes churches.  

Great News! You can now sign up to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) online.  There is a 

link for this on the Giving page of our website: 

https://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/giving/ 

 

If you haven’t considered the PGS before, we would ask you to prayerfully consider doing so. 

It’s very easy to sign up and it works in a similar way to a Direct Debit (that it is intended to 

replace), in that a regular payment authorised by you goes out either weekly, monthly or yearly 

straight to the church. It is perfectly safe and can be stopped or changed at any time.  

 

PGS is a great way to give to the work and mission of St Margaret's Church. Donations given 

through PGS come straight to the Church, there are no admin fees or bank charges for us to 

pay.   41 people have now signed up to do this - Thank you 





Across 

 

1  Success or wealth (Deuteronomy 28:11) (10) 

7  Forbidden fruit for Nazirites (Numbers 6:3) (7) 

8  Concede (Job 27:5) (5) 

10 Look at (Psalm 48:13) (4) 

11 Much in evidence after weddings (8) 

13 Condense (Job 36:27) (6) 



Across 

 

15 Breakwater (6) 

17 Give a tan (anag.) (8) 

18 More usually now called Pentecost, — Sunday (4) 

21 After living for 365 years, it was said of him that ‘he walked with God’ (Genesis 5:23–24) (5) 

22 Trampled (Judges 9:27) (7) 

23 For example, Miriam, Deborah (Exodus 15:20; Judges 4:4) (10) 

 

Down 

 

1  Arrogance (Proverbs 8:13) (5) 

2  Roman poet from first century BC (4) 

3  So rapt (anag.) (6) 

4  Declare again (2 Corinthians 2:8) (8) 

5  Paul’s ‘fellow worker’, to whom he sent two epistles (Romans 16:21) (7) 

6  God’s foreseeing care and protection (Job 10:12) (10) 

9  Traditional form of Roman Catholic Mass (10) 

12 ‘The Lord... has given the — of Israel to David and his descendants for ever’ (2 Chronicles 
13:5) (8) 

14 ‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my — ’ (Luke 1:46–47) (7) 

16 The central element in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, identified and interpreted by Daniel (Daniel 
2:31) (6) 

19 ‘On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of — will not overcome it’ (Matthew 16:18) 
(5) 

20 City where Paul was under house arrest for two years (Acts 28:16) (4) 





STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY NEWS - NEXT EDITION DEADLINE  

for Articles and Information anytime before 15th February 2024 

 Georgina Martin:  Church Office,  

 Tel: 826505   St Margaret’s Centre 

 Email:    stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com 

Also, by hand or call Georgina Martin on 07768 243675 

 

Errors and omissions — while we do try to ensure that all details are correct, some things may slip through and we 

apologise for that. 

Crossword Solutions 

 

ACROSS: 1, Prosperity. 7, Raisins. 8, Admit. 10, View. 11, Confetti. 13, Distil. 15, Groyne. 17, Navigate. 18, Whit. 
21, Enoch. 22, Trodden. 23, Prophetess. 

 

DOWN: 1, Pride. 2, Ovid. 3, Pastor. 4, Reaffirm. 5, Timothy. 6, Providence. 9, Tridentine. 12, Kingship. 14, Saviour. 
16, Statue. 19, Hades. 20, Rome. 



PARISH DIRECTORY & CENTRE USERS 

 

ORGANISATIONS 

 
 

Babies & Toddlers     Georgina Martin       07768 243675 

Bell Ringers     Wendy Sears      07769 788821 

Boys’ Brigade     Teresa Daglish      07796 925621 

Brownies - Mon     Yvette Webster-May     825398 

Bumps and Babes    Bekki     bumpsandbabes9@gmail.com 

Cadley Dance     Maria Howse      824446 

Centre Bookings     Richard Pfleger      828367 

Choir       Geoff Walters      822006 

Church Cleaning Rota    Pat England       822786 

Coleview      Church Office      826505 

Church Flowers      Richard Pfleger      828367 

Evening Fellowship Group   Anne Pope       07790 730 685  

            email eannepope@gmail .com  

FWO Envelopes     Ray England       822786 

Gift Aid Sec.     David Horne      724776 

Guide-Brownie Commissioner   Zoe Smith       831190 

Music Group     Rob South       822811 

Organists      Rob South       822811 

       Geoff Walters      822006 

Preschool      Hayley Woods, Supervisor    07816 547752 

WI. Stratton St Margaret   Mrs Covell       829900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




