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Thoughts from the Rectory for May 2024 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Why is it that when the house is full of 

chocolate all I want is a sweet?  

 

I’m writing this a week after Easter and the 

Vicarage is still littered with the remnants of 

Easter eggs from family and ‘left over’ 

chocolate eggs from church events, but I 

really don’t fancy any chocolate.  

 

What I really crave is a Liquorice Allsort!  

 

However, instead of going out to buy some I thought I would talk about them instead. 

 

Liquorice Allsorts have been around since 1899 and the story goes that one day Bassetts sent 

one of their salesmen, Charlie Thompson, from their factory in Sheffield to Leicester to demon-

strate their newly manufactured liquorice sweets to a potential buyer. During the demonstra-

tion the salesman accidently knocked over his box of samples on to the floor in front of the 

buyer. Seeing all the wonderful, colourful mix of sweets on the floor, the buyer asked Bassetts 

to produce just such an assortment for him to sell. What this became was the mix of sweets 

we now know as Liquorice Allsorts. 

 

In the aftermath of Easter the disciples were left a bit like the box of liquorice samples upend-

ed on the floor. They were a bit of a ‘hotch–potch’ of people – fishermen, a tax collector, activ-

ists and others who we know little about, each with their own colourful personalities, good and 

bad traits, each with their complex layers of failures and doubts just like the diverse ‘allsorts’ in 

the box. While Jesus had been alive they had stayed in reasonable order because Jesus had 

made it so (like the box of sample sweets the salesman carried).  

 



But when Jesus was arrested and crucified the disciples were scattered, and although after the 

Resurrection on Easter Day they regrouped in the upper room for a while, like the liquorice 

sweets being replaced in their sample box for the journey back to Bassetts, here they were after 

Jesus’ Ascension back to heaven, feeling as if they had been poured out onto the floor all over 

again in a mess and a mix up. 

 

But sometimes from what looks like chaos something wonderful begins. 

 

The ‘happy accident’ of the salesman and his liquorice sweets became the well-loved box of Liq-

uorice Allsorts that is still popular today, over 120 years later.  

 

And the disciples? 

 

Well, they went on to be filled with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (this year celebrated in our 

churches on 19
th
 May) and started the Christian Church which shared the Good News of Jesus 

with all the world. The Christian Church is still sharing that Good News now, over 2000 years lat-

er and encouraging people, whoever they are, to follow in the way of life that Jesus demonstrat-

ed and to share God’s love in the world. 

 

Just like Jesus called a bunch of ‘all sorts’ to follow him and to build something wonderful to 

share God’s love, God still calls all sorts of people to be part of the Church today, in their local 

churches, in villages, in towns and cities all over the world.  

 

Whoever you are, whatever your past holds, whatever you look like, whatever age you are, you 

are welcome in God’s Church because God loves all sorts! 

 

Blessings  

Elveen 



Cercis Siliquastrum  

 

Cercis Siliquastrum is usually grown as a 

deciduous multi stemmed shrub and 

sometimes as a tree.  It has heart 

shaped leaves but is preceded by rosy 

pink pea shaped clusters of flowers that 

grow from its branches and even on its 

trunk.  It bears reddish pods in the 

autumn which resemble those of beans.  

Although native to the Mediterranean and 

the Middle East it happily grows in the 

UK. 

 

This shrub or tree flowers at Easter time.  

While the Bible mentions Judas hanging 

himself in Matthew 27:5, it does not 

specify which kind of tree.   A popular 

legend may be routed in a translation error, with the French name for the tree 

"arbre de Judee", Judea's tree being mistakenly translated or interpreted as Judas' 

tree. 

 

Although this tree may be associated with 

the greatest betrayal, its flowering is a very 

brief but welcome addition to the spring 

garden.  I love my Judas tree despite the 

story behind it. 

 

Kind regards, 

Anne Bridgeman 



Anne Pope – MU Sindon Deanery Branch Contact 

“Join us, Join in!” 

Mothers’ Union Swindon Deanery Branch 

Our next meeting will be on Friday May 9th  

And it will be in St Margaret’s Centre at 2.30pm. 

 

More info, visit the Bristol  MU website  www.mubristol.co.uk 
 

“Thy Kingdom Come” is 29th May (Ascension Day) to 8th June (Pentecost) 

Christians across the world are invited to unite in prayer, an international, ecu-
menical movement that brings Christians together to pray and encounter the love 

of Jesus Christ. 

 

Spanning these 11 days, this global wave of prayer is about deepening our own relationship 
with God, while praying for others to experience that same transformation. 

 

We are all asked to pray, daily, for five people we know to come to know Jesus Christ, and to 
encourage others to pray all over the world. 

http://www.mubristol.co.uk


May - Theme: Thy Kingdom Come 
 
 

Monday: Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed Be Your Name 
 
The name of the Lord is sacred and worthy of all honour. As we gather together in the Mothers' Union, 
we unite in reverence to glorify His name, knowing that it is through His name we are strengthened, 
uplifted, and sustained. Just as we seek to honour Him in all we do, may our lives reflect the holiness of 
His presence, bringing light and grace to those around us. 
 
 

"Hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." 
Matthew 6:9-10 
 
 

Heavenly Father, we come before You with reverence, thanking You for the gift of the Mothers' Union 
and for the many blessings You have poured into our lives. May we always honour Your name in our 
hearts, our actions, and our service. We pray that Your kingdom will be made known through our work, 
and that Your will be done in our lives and in our communities. May we continue to be vessels of Your 
love and grace. 
In Jesus' Name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 

May we as Mothers' Union be a reflection of God's holy name, always striving to honour Him in all that 
we do. 
 
 
Tuesday: Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread 
 
Just as God provides us with what we need each day, we are called to provide for one another—
nurturing and sustaining each other with the love and care that reflects God’s provision. 
 
 

"Give us today our daily bread."   Matthew 6:11 
 
 

Father, we thank You for providing for our needs, both physical and spiritual. Help us to be mindful of 
those in our communities who are in need, and may we share generously from the blessings You have 
given us.  
 
As we serve in the Mothers' Union, may we always be a source of nourishment and care to those around 
us, just as You have cared for us.  
 
In Jesus' Name, Amen.May we as Mothers' Union continue to share the bounty of Your love and provision 
with others, serving as a daily reminder of Your sustaining grace. 
 



 
Wednesday: Forgive Us Our Trespasses, As We Forgive Those Who Trespass Against Us 

 

In our journey with Christ, forgiveness is at the heart of healing. As members of the Mothers' Union, we 
are called to embrace forgiveness and extend grace to those who may have wronged us. 

 

"Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors."  Matthew 6:12 

 

Lord, forgive us when we fall short, and help us to forgive others as You have forgiven us. May we live in 
peace with one another, embracing reconciliation and healing within our communities.  

 

As we move forward in the Mothers' Union, may we exemplify the transformative power of Your 
forgiveness in all our relationships. In Jesus' Name, we pray. Amen. 

 

May we as Mothers' Union embody the peace of forgiveness, bringing healing to our hearts and our 
world. 

 

Thursday: Lead Us Not into Temptation, But Deliver Us from Evil 

 

We are constantly faced with trials and challenges, yet God promises to protect us from harm. As 
members of the Mothers' Union, we are reminded to walk in His strength and trust in His deliverance. 

 

"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."  Matthew 6:13 

 

Lord, we know that You are our protector and deliverer. We pray for strength in the face of temptation 
and for Your guidance to lead us away from the snares of evil.  

 

May we, as Mothers' Union, be a beacon of Your protection and light, bringing hope to those who are 
facing trials.  

In Jesus' Name, Amen. 

 

May we as Mothers' Union always walk in Your protection, bringing light to a world in need of Your 
deliverance. 

 



 
Friday: For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power,  
and the Glory, Forever and Ever, Amen 
 
The kingdom of God is everlasting, and we give thanks for His sovereignty. We are called to live as 
citizens of His kingdom, extending His love and power through our lives and the work of the Mothers' 
Union. 
 

 

"For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen."  Matthew 6:13 
 
 

Father, we give You all glory, honour, and praise. You are the ruler of all creation, and we are humbled 
to be a part of Your kingdom.  
 
May Your power and glory be made known through our work in the Mothers' Union, as we serve Your 
people with grace and humility. 
 
We thank You for the eternal hope we have in Christ. In Jesus' Name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 

May we as Mothers' Union continue to live for Your kingdom, embodying Your power and glory in all that 
we do. 
 
 

Saturday: A Prayer of Gratitude and Commitment 
 
We are united in the love of Christ, and we offer our lives in service to His will. Through the Mothers' 
Union, we are blessed to walk in His footsteps, serving one another with love and dedication. 
 
 

"We do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are unseen."  2 Corinthians 4:18 

 
 

Lord, we thank You for the gift of the Mothers' Union and the strength You provide to us each day. May 
we always be committed to serving You and each other with love, kindness, and humility. We pray that 
our work will always reflect Your will and that we will continue to grow in faith as we walk together in 
Your light. 
 
In Jesus' Name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 

May we as Mothers' Union always cherish the gift of our calling, walking in the light of Christ and serving 
with grace and love. 













Saturday 17
th 

May 



St Leonard’s Church 

Stanton 

Hosts Coffee Morning now at  

Stanton House Hotel  

10:15am - noon 

On Wednesday  

21st of May 2025 











A woman is preparing a French dinner for her 
parents and sends her husband out to buy 
some fresh snails. The husband buys the 
snails then pops into the pub for a quick drink. 
One thing leads to another and he stays for a 
few rounds, so many in fact, that by the time he 
leaves it's nine in the evening. Realising he is 
extremely late the husband runs home, pours 
the snails over the path leading to his house, 
then rings the bell. His furious wife opens the 
door, “Where the heck have you been?” She 
screams. The husband waves back to the 
snails “Come on lads!" he shouts, "We're 
nearly there!"  

 

 

A man is remonstrating with his lazy son. “All you do is sit about the house all 
day.” "Well what would I get if I had a job?” says the son. "You'd get a wage 
and pension,” replies the father. “You'd be able to settle down and retire and 
not work any more.” "Yeah,” replies the son. “'But I do that now.” 

 

 
A woman walks into a Post Office and sees a 
man standing at the counter placing ‘Love’ 
stamps on bright pink envelopes. When an 
envelope has been stamped he sprays scent 
on it and posts it. The woman goes up to him 
and asks him what he’s doing. The man 
replies "I'm sending out 1,000 Valentine cards 
signed Guess who?" "But why would you 
want to do that?” she asks the man and he 
replies “I'm a divorce lawyer.” 



☺  
A salesman, tired of his job, gives it up to become a policeman. Several 
months later a friend asks him how he likes it. Well he replies the pay is good 
and the hours aren’t bad, but what I like best is that the customer is always 
wrong. 

☺  
Mr. Smith to judge: “Your honour, my wife is being ridiculous. Most women 
would love to have a chivalrous husband. Who could object to having a car 
door opened for them?" "Mr. Smith”, replies the judge, "It might be chivalrous 
to open a car door for your wife but not when you're driving at 65 miles per 
hour.” 

☺  
Did you know that your car is most likely to be stolen when it's parked outside 
your house - that's why I park outside my neighbour’s house… 

☺  
Two bachelors are talking about cooking. “I got a cookbook once,” says one. 
But I could never do anything with it. "Were the recipes too hard?” asks the 
other. “No” he replies, “But each of the recipes began the same way - take a 
clean dish..... “ 

 

Imponderable time: 

 
If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, what is 
baby oil made from? 

 
If I save time, when do I get it back? 

 
Is it bad luck to be superstitious? 

 
What did people go back to when the development of the world's first drawing 
board failed? 

 
What if the hokey cokey really is what it's all about? 

 
Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes? 

 
If crime fighters fight crime, and firefighters fight fire, what do freedom fighters 
fight? 

 
If we are here to help others, what are the others here for? 



You may be aware that many charities and organisations are struggling at this time, this 

includes churches.  

Great News! You can now sign up to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) online.  There is a 

link for this on the Giving page of our website: 

https://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/giving/ 

 

If you haven’t considered the PGS before, we would ask you to prayerfully consider doing so. 

It’s very easy to sign up and it works in a similar way to a Direct Debit (that it is intended to 

replace), in that a regular payment authorised by you goes out either weekly, monthly or yearly 

straight to the church. It is perfectly safe and can be stopped or changed at any time.  

 

PGS is a great way to give to the work and mission of St Margaret's Church. Donations given 

through PGS come straight to the Church, there are no admin fees or bank charges for us to 

pay.   41 people have now signed up to do this - Thank you 





Across 

1  Infant (Luke 2:12) (4)  

3  Luis must (anag.) (8)  

8  What Jesus called the devil (John 8:44) (4)  

9  ‘My God, my God, why have you — me?’ (Matthew 27:46) (8)  



Across 

11 Anglican form of church government (10)  

14 ‘Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like — ’ (Isaiah 

40:31) (6)  

15 Ministers of religion (6)  

17 Make stronger (1 Thessalonians 3:13) (10)  

20 Devoutness (1 Timothy 2:2) (8)  

21 The father of Jesse (Ruth 4:22) (4) 

22 Pool where Jesus healed a man who had been an invalid for 38 years (John 5:2) (8) 

23 ‘[Jesus] said to them, “ — here and keep watch”’ (Mark 14:34) (4) 

 

 

Down 

1  Follower of Christ (Acts 16:1) (8)  

2  One of the punishments endured by Paul (2 Corinthians 6:5) (8)  

4  Soldiers (Exodus 14:9) (6)  

5  Scholarly study of melody, harmony and rhythm (10)  

6  ‘I am God, and there is none — me’ (Isaiah 46:9) (4)  

7  ‘And how can they preach unless they are — ?’ (Romans 10:15) (4)  

10 Favourable reception (1 Timothy 1:15) (10)  

12 Hip orbit (anag.) (8)  

13 End of life (Isaiah 22:14) (5,3)  

16 ‘About midnight the sailors — they were approaching land’ (Acts 27:27) (6)  

18 He married Jezebel (1 Kings 16:30–31) (4)  

19 ‘According to your great compassion — out my transgressions’ (Psalm 51:1) (4) 



The rules for Sudoku are to fill a 9x9 grid with the numbers 1–9, without repeating 
any numbers in a row, column, or 3x3 box. 



Hello everyone,  

  

Swindon Food Collective is your local independent 

food bank that collects and redistributes donated non-

perishable food and non-food items to those in need. 

We help individuals and families that are finding it 

hard to feed themselves for a variety of reasons such 

as low wages, low income, family crisis, delayed 

benefit payments, redundancy, bereavement or sickness.  

 

We currently operate 11 Food Distribution Centres in and around Swindon.  

  

Should you wish to support our collection then please read below for further 

information. 

     

WHAT WE DO NEED: 

  

Regular sized Tins, Jars, Bottles, Cartons or Packets of the following: 

  

"Potatoes; Meat; Fish; Tomatoes; Soup; Vegetables; Fruit; Puddings; Pasta 

Sauce; Cereals; Small Jars of Coffee; Tea (40 bags); Small Bags of Sugar 

(500g); Biscuits; 1L Bottles of Squash; Washing Up Liquid; Toothpaste; 

Laundry Pods; 2 in 1 Shampoo & Conditioner; Male and Female Deodorants" 

 

WHAT WE DON'T NEED:  

  

We do not need pasta, cereals and shower gel. 

 

We hope you will be able to support us once again 

THANK YOU. 

 

(c) Swindon Food Collective 2025. Registered Company Number: 11503403. Registered Charity Number: 1180603.  





STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY NEWS - NEXT EDITION DEADLINE  

for Articles and Information anytime before 25th May 2025 

 Georgina Martin:  Church Office,  

 Tel: 826505   St Margaret’s Centre 

 Email:    stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com 

Also, by hand or call Georgina Martin on 07768 243675 

 

Errors and omissions — while we do try to ensure that all details are correct, some things may slip through and we 

apologise for that. 

Crossword Solutions 

ACROSS: 1, Baby. 3, Stimulus. 8, Liar. 9, Forsaken. 11, Episcopacy. 14, Eagles. 15, Clergy. 17, Strengthen. 20, 
Holiness. 21, Obed. 22, Bethesda. 23, Stay.  

 

DOWN: 1, Believer. 2, Beatings. 4, Troops. 5, Musicology. 6, Like. 7, Sent. 10, Acceptance. 12, Prohibit. 13, Dying 
day. 16, Sensed. 18, Ahab. 19, Blot. 

The rules for Sudoku are to fill a 9x9 grid with the numbers 1–9, without repeating any 
numbers in a row, column, or 3x3 box. 



PARISH DIRECTORY & CENTRE USERS 

 

ORGANISATIONS 

 
 

Babies & Toddlers     Georgina Martin       07768 243675 

Bell Ringers     Wendy Sears      07769 788821 

Boys’ Brigade     Teresa Daglish      07796 925621 

Brownies - Mon     Yvette Webster-May     825398 

Bumps and Babes    Bekki     bumpsandbabes9@gmail.com 

Cadley Dance     Maria Howse      824446 

Centre Bookings     Richard Pfleger      828367 

Choir       Geoff Walters      822006 

Church Cleaning Rota    Pat England       822786 

Coleview      Church Office      826505 

Church Flowers      Richard Pfleger      828367 

Mothers' Union Deanery Branch   Anne Pope       07790 730 685  

            email eannepope@gmail .com  

FWO Envelopes     Ray England       822786 

Gift Aid Sec.     David Horne      07717447855 

Guide-Brownie Commissioner   Zoe Smith       831190 

Music Group     Rob South       822811 

Organists      Rob South       822811 

       Geoff Walters      822006 

Preschool      Hayley Woods, Supervisor    07816 547752 

WI. Stratton St Margaret   Mrs Covell       829900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




