
Stratton Team Ministry 

Seeking, Sharing, and Serving God Together 

www.strattonteamministry.co.uk 



STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY 

 

Rector:    Reverend Elveen Mead [Usual Day off Friday] 

 

Curate:    Reverend Charlotte Stansfield [Usual Day off Friday] 

 

Lay Minister:   Lisa Lodwick 

     Alison Burston 

     Dan Read 

 

Church Administrator  Georgina Martin       826505 

         Email: stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com 

 

CHURCHWARDENS 

 

St. Margaret’s Church and St Mary Magdalene Church 

Mrs June Lewis              822954 

Mr Ian Jones            07769703385  

Mrs Diane Whitford           824339 

 

Deputy Wardens  

Mr David Horne            07717447855 

Mr Richard Pfleger            828367 

 

St Leonards Church 

Mrs Liz Hillman            762935 

Mr Chris Pope            

 

Joint Parish Safeguarding Officers & DBS Lead Recruiters 

Dr Mike Bosher             07799835437 

Mrs Mary Bosher   

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL for St. Margaret’s and St Mary Magdalene 

Mrs Rosalind Mitchell (Secretary)         764146 

Mrs Diane Whitford 

(Deputy Secretary of St Mary Magdalene)          824339 

 

St Leonards 

Mr Michael Curtis          

(PCC secretary St Leonards) 

 

LOCAL CHURCH CONTACTS 

Stratton Methodist Church,            829335  

St Mary’s R C Church, The Presbytery, Swindon       535089 



Dear Church Family 

 

As Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. Mark 6:34 

 

In our Sunday services, we have been focusing on Jesus the bread of life. The passage above 

goes on to be the feeding of the 5000, but before Jesus physically feeds them, he ‘teaches them 

many things.  Jesus’ ministry had a holistic approach; one that focused healing, teaching and 

feeding. One that focused on body, mind and soul.  In society today we focus on our physical 

ailments by visiting the doctor and our mental aliments by visiting a psychologist.  But how are 

we looking after our souls?  Do we invest our time in nourishment that challenges and changes 

us, or do we leave it to chance? 

 

In recent weeks we have watched the Olympics and Para-Olympics from Paris.  Sitting on the 

edge of our seats as our UK athletes compete against the best sports people in the world.  When 

you are high profile in whatever your chosen field is (sports, politics, acting, musicians, etc) there 

are immense highs which are often followed by massive lows or crashes. Looking after their 

bodies and eating the right things are part of their daily routine, because they know if they don’t 

their performance won’t be the best it could be.  

 

What has really interested me over this Olympics is the number of British athletes who have 

spoken about the importance of looking after and feeding their souls.  

 

If we look back to when the Olympics were last in Paris in 1924, you might remember Eric Liddell 

whose story, along with that of Roger Bannister, was made famous in the film Chariots of Fire.  

Liddell had a strong faith and refused to race on Sundays, because that was the day set aside 

for God.  He changed his distance from 100m to 400m, because the heats for the 400m were on 

a weekday and went on to win Gold. 

 



In 2020, swimmer Daniel Jervis in his pool side interview after he swam in the final of the 1500 

freestyle said this off the cuff, “I am proud of a lot of things in my life but the thing I am most 

proud is that I am Christian, and obviously God was with me tonight.  I am just grateful to be 

representing him.”  In a more recent interview for Songs of Praise he spoke quite openly about 

the most important part of his life is his faith. How it is there in the good times and the bad times 

and how he notices God alongside him in the challenges he has faced.  

 

Ahead of this year’s Olympics Andy Peaty spoke openly to the BBC about his recent struggles 

with mental health.  To deal with the price and the pressures of the intense 24 / 7 / 365 routine of 

being an athlete he says his Christian faith has helped him get through and appreciate life.  He 

describes finding this centredness as “the only place I found it was at church, the peace is every 

Sunday in my week and that gives me a noticeable balance.”  

 

As a church and as individuals we continue to have great compassion for people who struggle 

with their mental wellbeing.  Clearly these athletes have found something that sustains them and 

feeds them which should be a role model to others.  If we want our young people to find 

nourishment for their souls that is not left to chance, we need to model for them a much healthier 

way in which we make time to attend to our souls.  Not an add on or if we can fit it in, but just like 

make time to eat or fit in some exercise, so we should make time to attend to our souls.  Looking 

to the example of the Good Shepherd who has come to guide his sheep.  

 

Blessings 

Elveen 







Mothers’ Union Swindon Deanery Branch 

Our next meeting will be on Saturday September 7th  

 it will be our Diocesan Wave of Prayer Service 

and it will be in St Margaret’s Church at 10.00am 

Do come and join us. 

Our "Wave of Prayer" is a continuous expression of our commitment in prayer to each 

other. It runs throughout the year so that the work and members of each and every 
area in which Mothers' Union is active is prayed for at some point.  

 

Bristol Diocese with our Link Dioceses are prayed for 7th-9th September 

 

For more info, visit the Bristol  MU website  

www.mubristol.co.uk 

- raising awareness of modern slavery 

 

Anne Pope – MU Sindon Deanery Branch Contact 

http://www.mubristol.co.uk


Mothers’ Union Swindon Deanery Branch 

 

Monthly meetings, usually the 2nd Friday at 2.30pm in St Margaret’s Centre  

Open with a short service – a quiet time of prayer & reflection 

• Speakers 
• Always end with a fellowship time - tea and biscuits, a time to talk, raffle 
• Social meetings e.g. Garden Party, New Year Lunch 

Practical things we do; Swindon Caring Hearts 

 

Swindon Caring Hearts is a small local charity providing hot meals and snack packs to the 
homeless of Swindon 2 evenings a week, out in the open in the town centre.  They also 
provide support with clothing, toiletries.  

• We collect food to make up snack packs i.e. Crisps, Snack Bars, Small bottles of 
Water, Cakes etc 

• Toiletries,  
• Once a month we make sandwiches for distribution 
• Once a month we make a monetary donation for the purchase of ingredients for hot 

meals. 
• Knit hats and gloves  
• Donate clothes  

 

Bristol Diocese Mothers’ Union Projects 

 

Wherever possible we support all the projects - whatever we have donated to us, we find 
an appropriate home, for where it will fulfil a need  

• A.F.I.A. (Away from it all) – on days out - spending money for each child   
• Friends for Parents (at Bristol Children’s Hospital) we donate Tea, Coffee, Sugar.  

Knitted Christmas Stockings as requested 
• Knitted Hats for premature babies  
• We provide Pot Noodles & Pot Porridge for ‘Blonde Angels’ (Bristol Charity for the 

homeless.) & we also support our National Projects, 
• “The Clewer Initiative,” and “Rise Up against Domestic Abuse” - 
• 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence 



Midday Prayers 2024: Transformation – Now! 
August - MU at Prayer 

 

Monday – Bless the work of Mothers’ Union 

 

‘The same Lord is Lord of all  

and richly blesses all who call on him.’ 

Romans 10:12 

 

The Lord bless us 
and keep us 

 

We pray God’s blessing for ourselves; 

may we be sustained in all we do. 

We pray God’s blessing on those whom we love;  

may they be upheld by the presence of Christ. 

 

The Lord make his face to shine upon us 
and be gracious to us 

 

We pray God’s light to shine clarity  

on our plans for loving kindness.   

We pray God’s grace to encircle  

all who serve and those they support.  

 

The Lord turn his face towards us 
and give us peace 

 

We pray God’s divine favour and peace  

that surpasses all understanding 

to fill our lives today. 

Amen   

 



 

Tuesday – The words we speak 

 

‘Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who has blessed us in the heavenly realms  

with every spiritual blessing in Christ.’ 

Ephesians 1:3 

 

Eternal God, the refuge and help  

of all your children, 

we praise you for all you have given us, 

for all you have done for us, 

for all that you are to us. 

 

In our weakness, you are strength, 

in our darkness, you are light, 

in our sorrow, you are comfort and peace. 

We cannot number your blessings, 

we cannot declare your love: 

For all your blessings we bless you. 

 

May we live as in your presence, 

and love the things that you love, 

and serve you in our daily lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

St. Boniface, 675-754  

 



 

Wednesday – The prayers we breathe 

 

‘See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?’ 
Isaiah 43:19 

 

Loving Lord, transform our lives 

that we may reflect the glory of Christ 

and share his love in the world.  

 

You are the potter, Lord,  

and in your skilful hands  

even the unlikeliest of clay  

becomes a thing of beauty  

and useful, bringing glory  

not to the pot, but its creator.  

 

So take these lives, this clay,  

and in your loving hands  

transform and make us  

into what we long to be;  

made useful, Lord, for you. 

 

Transform our struggles  

into victories.  

Transform our doubting  

into certainty.  

Transform our stumbles  

into confidence.  

Transform our sorrow  

into worshipping,  

gracious God, we pray. 

Amen  

© John Birch 

 



 

 

Thursday – The witness of our lives 

 

‘We are being transformed into his likeness  

with ever-increasing glory,  

which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.’ 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

Breathe in me O Holy Spirit 
that my thoughts may all be holy; 

  

Act in me O Holy Spirit 
that my works, too, may be holy; 

  

Draw my heart O Holy Spirit 
that I love but what is holy; 

  

Strengthen me O Holy Spirit 
to defend all that is holy; 

  

Guard me then O Holy Spirit 
that I always may be holy. 
St. Augustine of Hippo  

  

Loving Lord, transform our lives 

that we may reflect the glory of Christ. 

Continue in us the work of your Spirit; 

the miracle of transformation 

from the gloom of sin 

to the glory of Christ 

Amen 

 

 



 

Friday – Faith in Action 

 

‘My people will live in peaceful dwelling places,  

in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.’   Isaiah 32:18  

 

God of compassion, your eyes are turned to the poor and needy.  

Turn our gaze to see the need around us.  

Give us a vision of an equal society where everyone has a place.  

 

God of justice, your face is set against poverty.  

Shake us out of our comfort.  

Challenge us to counter injustice whatever the cost to ourselves.  

 

God of hope, your kingdom will come in its fullness.  

Envision us to act and pray.  

Inspire us to work for an equal society of fullness of life for all  

that poverty may be overcome. Amen 

 



 

Saturday – Blessed to be a Blessing 

 

‘God is able to make every blessing of yours overflow for you,  

so that in every situation you will always have all you need  

for any good work. ‘  

2 Corinthians 9:8 (ISB) 

 

God bless each step 
that we take today, 
whether that road 
is rough or smooth. 
 

And in God’s strength 
step out in faith, 
step out in love, 
step out in peace, 
and bless this world 
with God’s presence 
in and through our lives 

 

May we be a blessing 
to every life we touch, 
 

and the Spirit within, 
that life-giving water, 
be a gift of refreshment 
in love shown and shared 
with all who are thirsty 
along the road we travel. 

Amen  

© John Birch 

 

‘A person of blessing will be enriched,  

and he who gives water also will be refreshed.’ 

Proverbs 11:25 (LEB) 

 

 



Wit, The Last Laugh. 

 

☺ Once you could open postal packets with your bare hands. Who would think of 

tackling one today  with anything less than a power saw. 

Kingsley Amis. 

 

☺ He may look like an idiot and talk like an idiot but don't let that fool you. He really is 

an idiot. 

Groucho Marx. 

 

☺ One morning I shot an elephant in my pyjamas. How he got into my pyjamas I'll 

never know. 

Groucho Marx. 

 

☺ He had double chins all the way down to his stomach.  

Mark Twain. 

 

☺ Rush hour is when the traffic is almost at a standstill.  

J.B. Morton. 

 

☺ Moses dragged us for forty years through the desert to bring us to the one place in 

the Middle East where there was no oil.  

Golda Meir. 

 



☺ I don't understand the police -  how can they expect me to show them my driving 

licence when they took it away last year.  

Gracie Allen. 

 

☺ For some, fishing will always be a tranquil activity for a lazy afternoon that unites 

sport and internal philosophizing. You have a box of maggots at one hand and a 
plate of sandwiches at the other, and your only worry is if you mix up the two. 

Peter Watts. 

 

☺ I've just bought a new microwave television set. I can watch Sixty Minutes in just 

twelve seconds. 

Steven Wright. 

 

☺ O.K. so what's the speed of dark. 

Steven Wright. 

 

☺ Miss Marcia Devin sang ‘I Will Not Pass This Way Again,’ giving obvious pleasure 

to the entire congregation.  

Leo Rosten 

 

☺ Clark Gable's ears made him look like a taxicab with both doors open. 

Howard Hughes 

 

☺ I am surprised that so many people turn to crime when there are so many legal 

ways to be dishonest.  

Al Capone  

 

☺ He was in the Navy when Long John Silver had two legs and an egg on his 

shoulder. 

Michael Green. 

 



 

Two old men - one a retired history professor, the other a retired professor of psychology - had 
been persuaded by their wives to take a holiday in Portugal. As they sat around on the hotel 
balcony watching the sunset the history professor said to the psychology professor, 'Have you 
read Marx?’ To which the professor of psychology replied, ‘Yes I think it's the wicker chairs’. 

 

 

To end with some worrying news from the Japanese financial markets following last week's 
disclosure that Origami bank had folded. We hear that Sumo Bank has gone belly up and 
Bonsai bank plans to cut back some of its branches. Meanwhile shares in Kamikaze Bank were 
suspended after they nose-dived, 500 staff at Karate Bank got the chop and Karaoke Bank is 
up for sale and going for a song. Analysts also report that there is something fishy going on at 
Sushi Bank where it is feared that staff may get a raw deal. But Samurai Bank is soldiering on 
after sharp cutbacks. 

 

One from home: The Isle of Dogs Bank has collapsed. They are calling in the retrievers. 

 

Bye now. 

 











Kate, A Prison 

Chaplain is our 

speaker. 









You may be aware that many charities and organisations are struggling at this time, this 

includes churches.  

Great News! You can now sign up to join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) online.  There is a 

link for this on the Giving page of our website: 

https://www.strattonteamministry.co.uk/giving/ 

 

If you haven’t considered the PGS before, we would ask you to prayerfully consider doing so. 

It’s very easy to sign up and it works in a similar way to a Direct Debit (that it is intended to 

replace), in that a regular payment authorised by you goes out either weekly, monthly or yearly 

straight to the church. It is perfectly safe and can be stopped or changed at any time.  

 

PGS is a great way to give to the work and mission of St Margaret's Church. Donations given 

through PGS come straight to the Church, there are no admin fees or bank charges for us to 

pay.   41 people have now signed up to do this - Thank you 





Across 

 

8 Where the ark of the covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6) 

9 One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in the ritual cleansing 
from infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14–17) (3) 

10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ (Malachi 
1:3) (5)  

13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus  (Acts 20:17) (7)  

16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his finger’ (John 8:6) (7)  



Across 

 

19 Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5) 

22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)  

24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before the Lord 
under — the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)  

25 There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6) 

 

 

Down 

 

1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6) 

2 See 24 Across  

3 Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in the Soviet Union (8)  

4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)  

5 The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4) 

6 ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion on the child she has 
borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  

7 Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)  

12 ‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engraving, to work in Judah and 
Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)  

14 Second city of Cyprus (8)  

15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)  

16 One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the dead (Mark 16:1) (6)  

17 Braved (anag.) (6)  

18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)  

20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6)  

21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (6)  

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 





STRATTON TEAM MINISTRY NEWS - NEXT EDITION DEADLINE  

for Articles and Information anytime before 15th September 2024 

 Georgina Martin:  Church Office,  

 Tel: 826505   St Margaret’s Centre 

 Email:    stmchurchoffice020@gmail.com 

Also, by hand or call Georgina Martin on 07768 243675 

 

Errors and omissions — while we do try to ensure that all details are correct, some things may slip through and we 

apologise for that. 

Crossword Solutions 

ACROSS:  

 

8, Kiriath Jearim. 9, Toe. 10, Ill at ease. 11, Hated. 13, Miletus. 16, Started. 19, Micah. 22, Leviticus. 24, Eli. 25, Mary 
and Joseph.  

 

DOWN:  

 

1, Sketch. 2, Priest. 3, Samizdat. 4, Shalom. 5, Wept. 6, Breast. 7, Embers. 12, Art. 14, Limassol. 15, UNA. 16, 
Salome. 17, Adverb. 18, Decade. 20, Clever. 21, Height. 23, Tear. 



PARISH DIRECTORY & CENTRE USERS 

 

ORGANISATIONS 

 
 

Babies & Toddlers     Georgina Martin       07768 243675 

Bell Ringers     Wendy Sears      07769 788821 

Boys’ Brigade     Teresa Daglish      07796 925621 

Brownies - Mon     Yvette Webster-May     825398 

Bumps and Babes    Bekki     bumpsandbabes9@gmail.com 

Cadley Dance     Maria Howse      824446 

Centre Bookings     Richard Pfleger      828367 

Choir       Geoff Walters      822006 

Church Cleaning Rota    Pat England       822786 

Coleview      Church Office      826505 

Church Flowers      Richard Pfleger      828367 

Evening Fellowship Group   Anne Pope       07790 730 685  

            email eannepope@gmail .com  

FWO Envelopes     Ray England       822786 

Gift Aid Sec.     David Horne      07717447855 

Guide-Brownie Commissioner   Zoe Smith       831190 

Music Group     Rob South       822811 

Organists      Rob South       822811 

       Geoff Walters      822006 

Preschool      Hayley Woods, Supervisor    07816 547752 

WI. Stratton St Margaret   Mrs Covell       829900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




